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Identifying soil life
Try this...

1. Look at this animal key 
and make sure you know  
how it works.

2. Use the key to identify some of the animals that you find in the soil.

3. For each soil sample that you examine, count the number of animals that you identify. 
Record your results on a separate sheet.

Looking at the results.

4. Which animals were most numerous?

5. Which animals were present only in very small numbers?

Based on pages 12 and 13 of Habitats5

Does it have legs?

Yes No

Does it have a shell?Does it have six legs?

Yes YesNo No

Insect SnailDoes it have 
eight legs?

Does it have its body 
divided into rings?

Yes YesNo

Spider EarthwormDoes it have 
small legs?

Slug

No

Yes No

Millipede Centipede


