A letter from home

Here is a sample letter written by a mother to an evacuee.

Poazr irtzer,

A 2z 2otrg Kou ahs flovussich. I(L 2ls0 suist gou vorg

viscetlt flors a¥ fovus. ?MZ{MGZJ% wi fladd anolfior raut

2n gour pallion znt F fak Yo cpont Ufo night in Efis
bosid thot¥on. S¥ was Lasp in ¥fo chotbor, bul ¥lore
wzs seors roove i ¥ffe 2fisl¥or wilffonk gow. l{z, Aofzz, Kow
2hs slosping in @ nics bodk. FE ii prodadly suucl wots
compor¥bable Efizn 2k fows. F chosp wuch dob¥or 2¥ night
nown, éfw—vw,}zf Yl a¥ Kow ahe 22 fs. 7 fon boveds Lik no¥ ¥
our 22k, bl Phs Evorilzse, ¥fs bakbor, wae boswdoct
oul. mdzﬁ we fal ¥o wn Mo 28402 ¥ for our broazl
r2lion znct wfton F 308 Yo ¥fiz pronk of ¥fiz Lins ¥ffore
wars onlg M,e 1z ¥ions £¢7L[. % o ars Lucky ¥o fzes %&M
2994 - 4 éofu, Kow ahs Mldr.f Lz%l%dzf on gour /).542‘4,. 4
ikl sond Lou 2 fzw oy Lokt 2l 2 wahra Lozt p. 4 éof.z,
Viz¥ goun _/4[/2.44 and F can cows Yo vzl Kou Loom. flozis
ba FooL for gour fos¥ znd Lo nol ;am, Kfprsn zng ¥roudbdls.

f o (%JL’“

|. How does Michael’s mother try to cheer him up?

2. Imagine that you are the parent or other relative of an evacuee and are writing a
letter to them.You might want to include information about how everyone at home is
doing; what is happening at home; how much you miss your relative; information that
will cheer up the evacuee; questions to the evacuee.
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| Teacher’s sheet

Based on pages 26 and 27 of Children in the Second World War

A letter from home

Age range
Years 3/4 (SP4/5).
e  Years5/6 (SP6/7).

Resources

Copies of the worksheet. Additional sheets of paper
for writing letters.

Using the worksheet

Being evacuated was not only a wrench for children,
parents had a very difficult time too. Although
parents could visit their children, this was not easy
for most people because of the expense involved.
Instead, families exchanged letters often.

You could use this activity after worksheet @
or instead of that activity. You may also want to have
the class write letters as children and the other half
to write letters as their parents.

Younger students

You may wish to begin by reading the letter out in
class and having the students discuss how Michael’s
mother might have felt when he was sent away.

Outcomes

The students can:

* Understand what it was like to be the relative
of an evacuee and the things the people left
behind might find difficult.

*  Write a letter based on imagination.

Older students

The students may like to write a diary instead of a
letter, detailing one week in the life of an evacuee.

Outcomes

The students can:

¢ Understand what it was like to be the relative
of an evacuee and the things the people left
behind might find difficult.

*  Write a letter based on imagination.
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