Based on pages 40 and 41 of How life changed in Victorian times

Looking at a census

Every ten years a census is taken to record details of the people living in homes
throughout the land. Here is a record for a lodging house in Victorian times. The
information can be used to try and find out about the people who lived there.

30 Builer Row, Lonton, Yirkshire
Name 7{/’{{[% Cﬂmfﬁdﬂ/ //l ¢ 0cc7!/[fm/z, ML/;'L A;//z

i G
umes Athinsen | dead M40 lodpicghouse feoger | Lomton, Yrksere
Betty Athinson | wife M 39| 5 T Lonten, Yirkskire
/L{é/m/ A z‘@m‘m Sen o4 75 J'C/L&‘/{/‘ V% ﬂ'/éﬂew, Lancashire
Elow Athinson deuglter 17 77 | seboltr Lonton, Vrkshire
Sen Liokles lodper uo | lubsurer Greentou, Lincolushire
Wé/fm/ 5[)71%44% ZZ[/ M 29 Az%r maker /L[o%fm, Reut
Mary Sinpson o M 23 Linton, Virkslie
/4/{; fz,'/;;/o'wz Iéay[{ff 74 2 Lonton, Vr :Zm
ok Reliwson lodyer | s bricklager Leaktown, Derbysire
Dasid Binns ﬁéﬁ/ 4 27 tilor /Ml%ﬂf(ﬁly Lancashire
Grevrye Staar K//e/' u LA lobourer f/z;mzwk; //15//[/1/,/

|.Was it likely that James and Betty Atkinson were running the lodging house
I5 years before this census was made? Explain your answer on the back of this sheet.

2. Could they have been running the lodging house || years ago? Explain your answer
on the back of this sheet.

3. How many lodgers were staying at this house? ™ ........ccccevveveenrnernencreneeeeseeeeeenes

4.Which English lodger had travelled the furthest? ™ ......c.cccovvivvneennrrrrecceeeeenee
(You may need to look at the counties on a map of England to help you answer).

5.Where and when do you think William Simpson met Mary Simpson?

6. Could David Binns have known James and
Betty Atkinson before he moved to the lodging house. ™ ........cccocoeeivvcnrncncnncncerinccnne

7.When may George Shaw have left Ireland? & ...,

8. In what other way is George Shaw different from the other male lodgers?
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Teacher’s sheet

Looking at a census

Age range
e  Years 3/4 (SP4/5).
e  Years 5/6 (SP6/7).

Resources

Copies of the worksheet. Atlas showing the counties
of England.

Using the worksheet

This is a fictitious census but it is based on a census
return for an actual lodging house. The aim is to
help students realise that they can interpret the
information to try and find out about the lives of
the people who lived in Victorian times. A feature
that you may wish to point out is that none of the
people are old by our standards today. Most of the
lodgers were young men who had moved to find
work and a family rented a room in the lodging
house. The ages of the people and the places they
came from can be used to understand something
of their lives.

Answers

1. No. The son was born in Milltown.

2. Yes. The daughter was born in Lomton at this
time.

3. Four.

William Simpson.

5. He met her in Lomton as he was working as a
boiler maker. Perhaps he saw her on his way to
and from work.

6. Yes. He comes from Milltown where the

Atkinsons lived for a time. He would have

been 12 at the time of Henry Atkinson’s birth.

Perhaps his parents knew the Atkinsons and

when David wanted to work in Lomton they

offered to find him a room.

He may have left Ireland during the famine.

8. He is much older than the other men.

s
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Younger students

Some of the students may need help in finding
answers to the questions as they look at the data on
the census form.

Outcomes

The students can:

¢ Extract information from a table.

¢ Interpret the data to make suggestions about the
ways of life of people in the past.

Older students

A few of the students may need help in finding
answers to the questions as they look at the data on
the census form.

Outcomes

The students can:

e Extract information from a table.

¢ Interpret the data to make suggestions about the
ways of life of people in the past.
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