


Rutherford Birchard Hayes (October 4, 1822 – January 17, 1893) began 
his career as an attorney in Ohio. He joined the Union Army as an officer in 
the Civil War, earned a reputation for bravery and became a major general. 
He then joined the U.S. Congress and later became Governor of Ohio.

He then ran for president. However, there was chaos at the 
election and it was by no means certain that Hayes actually won. A 
deal was struck, but that made matters worse. In the long run this 
deal meant that Democrats could do much what they wanted in the 
south, including making it almost impossible for blacks to vote.

In fact, Hayes believed in equal treatment for all, including 
Western Indians, although again, what happened was not to 
turn out that way, and Indians lost even more of their lands.

Hayes also pushed for people getting jobs in government 
based on skill rather than loyalty and political connections, but 
he was met with resistance from his political opponents.

In 1877, railroad workers went on strike because of a 
pay cut. They left work, and riots broke out, which 
Hayes had to stop by sending in federal troops.

Hayes always said he would not run for re-election, and he retired to Ohio.



Try this for other words, too.

a  Write the sentence in which you found the word 
‘reputation’.

b  From that sentence, suggest what ‘reputation’ means.

c  Write a new sentence using the word ‘reputation’.

d  Use a dictionary to find words with a similar meaning    
   (synonyms) to ‘reputation’.

e  Draw a small picture showing what you think
   ‘reputation’ means.

Before w
e can unders

tand a story 

we have to kn
ow what all of the 

words mean. Let's 
try one...
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Example: resistance opposition

Read the story and underline the key words. Write 
the most important of these key words in a list like 
the one below. Write next to it a word that means 
a similar thing (a synonym). You don’t have to use 

all the spaces, but you should not use more. 

Next, we need to 
find the key words 

that tell us w
hat the story is about...



Sequen
cing means ge

tting th
e event

s in the right
 

order. 
Write th

ese sen
tences 

in the 
correct

 

order, 
so they

 make sen
se.

As president, Hayes wanted equal treatment for all, including Indians.

Later, Hayes became Governor of Ohio.

Rutherford Hayes was born in 1822.

After his first term, Hayes did not run for re-election.

Then Hayes ran for president, but the election was disputed.

But Indians ended up losing even more of their land.

Hayes joined the Union Army in the Civil War.



1  When was Hayes born?

2  In which war was Hayes an officer?

3  Which state was Hayes governor of?

4  When did railroad workers go on strike?

5  Where did Hayes retire to?

When you read a descript
ion it 

often giv
es you ideas about how the 

event might be describ
ed 

different
ly.

Election chaos
Imagine you are Rutherford Hayes. Write a diary entry for the 
day the presidential election results came in... (now complete 
the story)



Below is a plain text version for printing:



Understanding words:

a  Write the sentence in which you found the word ‘reputation’.
b  From that sentence, suggest what ‘reputation’ means.
c  Write a new sentence using the word ‘reputation’.
d  Use a dictionary to find words with a similar meaning (synonyms) to ‘reputation’.
e  Draw a small picture showing what you think ‘reputation’ means.

Sequencing:

Write these sentences in the correct order, so they make sense:

As president, Hayes wanted equal treatment for all, including Indians.

Rutherford Hayes was born in 1822.

Later, Hayes became Governor of Ohio.

After his first term, Hayes did not run for re-election.

Then Hayes ran for president, but the election was disputed.

But Indians ended up losing even more of their land.

Hayes joined the Union Army in the Civil War.

Finding key words:

Read the story and underline the key words. Write the most important of these key 
words in a list. Write next to it a word that means a similar thing (a synonym).  

For example:

Key word – resistance            Synonym – opposition



Get to the facts:

1  When was Hayes born?
2  In which war was Hayes an officer?
3  Which state was Hayes governor of?
4  When did railroad workers go on strike?
5  Where did Hayes retire to?

Make a story...

Election chaos

Imagine you are Rutherford Hayes. Write a diary entry for the day the 
presidential election results came in... (now complete the story)



Rutherford B. Hayes

Rutherford Birchard Hayes (October 4, 1822 – January 17, 1893) began his 
career as an attorney in Ohio. He joined the Union Army as an officer in the Civil 
War, earned a reputation for bravery and became a major general. He then 
joined the U.S. Congress and later became Governor of Ohio. 

He then ran for president. However, there was chaos at the election and it was by 
no means certain that Hayes actually won. A deal was struck, but that made 
matters worse. In the long run this deal meant that Democrats could do much 
what they wanted in the south, including making it almost impossible for blacks to 
vote. 

In fact, Hayes believed in equal treatment for all, including Western Indians, 
although again, what happened was not to turn out that way, and Indians lost 
even more of their lands. 

Hayes also pushed for people getting jobs in government based on skill rather 
than loyalty and political connections, but he was met with resistance from his 
political opponents.

In 1877, railroad workers went on strike because of a pay cut. They left work, and 
riots broke out, which Hayes had to stop by sending in federal troops.

Hayes always said he would not run for re-election, and he retired to Ohio. 


