


Andrew Jackson (March 15, 1767 – June 8, 1845) was born in Carolina. 
He fought in the American Revolutionary War and then developed his 
skills as a lawyer. He helped establish the state of Tennessee, and was 
the first representative of Tennessee in the House of Representatives.

During the war of 1812, Jackson became famous for winning important 
battles. When this war was over, he was part of the militia that invaded 
Florida and caused Spain to give up this colonial territory.

It was Jacksonʼs supporters who founded the Democratic Party in 
order to have a platform to oppose John Quincy Adams. As 
president, he faced a threat that South Carolina would break away 
from the United States. Jackson threatened the use of military force if 
South Carolina (or any other state) tried to break away.

Jackson allowed the public to come to the ball held at the White House to 
celebrate his inauguration. He was the first president to do so, and it was 
a popular move. However, so many people turned up that they caused 
damage, and people started calling Jackson 'King Mob' afterwards.

It was Jackson who enforced the Indian Removal Act, moving tribes 
to an area known as Indian Territory, and which is now Oklahoma.
But there was deeply held hatred of Jackson. Jackson was the first 
president to fight off an assassination attempt.



Try this for other words, too.

a  Write the sentence in which you found the word ‘threatened’.

b  From that sentence, suggest what ‘threatened’ means.

c  Write a new sentence using the word ‘threatened’.

d  Use a dictionary to find words with a similar meaning    
   (synonyms) to ‘threatened’.

e  Draw a small picture showing what you think
   ‘threatened’ means.
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Example: territory land

Read the story and underline the key words. Write 
the most important of these key words in a list like 
the one below. Write next to it a word that means 
a similar thing (a synonym). You don’t have to use 

all the spaces, but you should not use more. 

Next, we need to 
find the key words 

that tell us w
hat the story is about...



Sequen
cing means ge

tting th
e event

s in the
 right 

order. 
Write th

ese sen
tences 

in the 
correct

 

order, 
so they

 make sen
se.

Jackson became president, and he invited the public to his inauguration ball.

Later he helped invade Florida to gain territory.

He developed his skills as a lawyer.

As president, Jackson enforeced the Indian Removal Act.

Andrew Jackson was born in Carolina in 1767.

But some people were against Jackson, and he was nearly assassinated.

Jackson won many battles in the war of 1812.



1  When was Andrew Jackson born?

2  Which state did Jackson help to found?

3  Which party did Jackson's supporters found?

4  Which state threatened to leave the US when 
Jackson was president?

5  Where were Indians moved from?

When you read a descript
ion it 

often giv
es you ideas about how the 

event might be describ
ed 

different
ly.

Inauguration ball
I was excited to be at the White House for the inauguration 
ball. Many people like me had crowded in to see President 
Andrew Jackson. Any minute now, he'll come through the door... 
(now complete the story)



Below is a plain text version for printing:



Understanding words:

a  Write the sentence in which you found the word ‘threatened’.
b  From that sentence, suggest what ‘threatened’ means.
c  Write a new sentence using the word ‘threatened’.
d  Use a dictionary to find words with a similar meaning (synonyms) to ‘threatened’.
e  Draw a small picture showing what you think ‘threatened’ means.

Sequencing:

Write these sentences in the correct order, so they make sense:

Jackson became president, and he invited the public to his inauguration ball.

He developed his skills as a lawyer.

Later he helped invade Florida to gain territory.

As president, Jackson enforced the Indian Removal Act.

Andrew Jackson was born in Carolina in 1767.

But some people were against Jackson, and he was nearly assassinated.

Jackson won many battles in the war of 1812.

Finding key words:

Read the story and underline the key words. Write the most important of these key 
words in a list. Write next to it a word that means a similar thing (a synonym).  

For example:

Key word – territory            Synonym – land



Get to the facts:

1  When was Andrew Jackson born?
2  Which state did Jackson help to found?
3  Which party did Jackson's supporters found?
4  Which state threatened to leave the US when Jackson was president?
5  Where were Indians moved from?

Make a story...

Inauguration ball

I was excited to be at the White House for the inauguration ball. Many people 
like me had crowded in to see President Andrew Jackson. Any minute now he'll 
come through the door... (now complete the story)



Andrew Jackson

Andrew Jackson (March 15, 1767 – June 8, 1845) was born in Carolina. He 
fought in the American Revolutionary War and then developed his skills as a 
lawyer. He helped establish the state of Tennessee, and was the first 
representative of Tennessee in the House of Representatives. 

During the war of 1812, Jackson became famous for winning important battles. 
When this war was over, he was part of the militia that invaded Florida and 
caused Spain to give up this colonial territory. 

It was Jacksonʼs supporters who founded the Democratic Party in order to 
have a platform to oppose John Quincy Adams. As president, he faced a threat 
that South Carolina would break away from the United States. Jackson 
threatened the use of military force if South Carolina (or any other state) tried 
to break away. 

Jackson allowed the public to come to the ball held at the White House to 
celebrate his inauguration. He was the first president to do so, and it was a 
popular move. However, so many people turned up that they caused damage, 
and people started calling Jackson 'King Mob' afterwards.

It was Jackson who enforced the Indian Removal Act, moving tribes to an area 
known as Indian Territory, and which is now Oklahoma. But there was deeply 
held hatred of Jackson. Jackson was the first president to fight off an 
assassination attempt.


