
Title: Understanding Our Environment

[Intro Music]

Host 1: Let’s take a closer look at our environment. 
From rainforests to deserts, grasslands to wetlands, 
our planet is home to many different  kinds of 
plants and animals - something we call 
ecosystems. But did you know that each of these 
environments faces unique challenges?

Host 2: That’s right! Every environment plays a 
crucial role in supporting life, but human activities 
and climate change are putting many of them at 
risk. Let’s start by looking at some of the major 
environments found on Earth.

Host 1: First, we have tropical rainforests. These are 
warm, wet places full of life. They cover only a 
small part of the Earth but contain more than half 
of all plant and animal species! However, 
deforestation is a huge threat, as trees are cut 
down for farming, logging, and urban expansion.

Host 2: Next, let’s talk about savannas and prairies. 
These are large grasslands that support many 
grazing animals, like antelopes and in times gone 
past, bison. However, they are mostly turned into 
farmland, which can lead to soil erosion in drought 
periods when winds blow over plowed land,  and 
loss of natural habitats.

Host 1: Another fascinating environment is   
woodland, which is  found in the mid latitudes and 
is usually a mix of deciduous trees and evergreen 
and also some conifers. These forests also provide 
homes for many plant and animal species and help 
also clean the air by absorbing carbon dioxide. 
However, they are also places where many people 
live, and especially at the drier edge of their ranges 
- places like the Mediterranean and California, 
wildfires and deforestation are major concerns, 
especially as temperatures rise worldwide.
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Host 2: Then we have peatlands—these are 
wetlands either on hills or by the coast that store 
huge amounts of carbon in their thick layers of peat. 
They help regulate the climate, but they are often 
drained for agriculture, which releases carbon back 
into the atmosphere.

Host 1: Deserts might seem like lifeless places, but 
they are home to many specially adapted plants 
and animals. However, desertification—the process 
of land turning land that was once covered by 
plants into into desert—is a growing problem, 
caused by overgrazing, deforestation, and climate 
change. The areas of Africa near to the true deserts 
are really at risk from this.

Host 2: Finally, let’s not forget about coastal 
environments. In tropical areas, mangrove forests 
protect land from erosion and provide homes for 
marine life. Rising sea levels and pollution, though, 
are serious threats to these areas.

Host 1: So what can we do to help protect these 
environments? Small actions, like reducing waste, 
planting trees, and using less water, can make a big 
difference. And did you know you can plant trees by 
roadsides to reduce pollution as well. It’s amazing 
what natural environments can do - even if we 
bring them into cities.
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Host 2: Exactly! Every environment is unique, but 
they are all connected. Protecting them ensures a 
healthier planet for future generations.

 


