
Podcast Title: Washington State

 Today, we’re exploring Washington State—a land of 
majestic mountains, sparkling rivers, and fascinating 
history.  

1. Landscape, Mountains, and Rivers
Washington has one of the most breathtaking 
landscapes in the country. To the west, you’ll find 
the Pacific Coast with sandy beaches and rugged 
cliffs. Along the coast, too, you will find the lush 
rainforests of the Olympic Peninsula, home to the 
Hoh Rainforest— where moss drapes trees like 
curtains.
The Cascade Mountains cut through the middle of 
the state, with towering peaks like Mount Rainier, an 
active volcano and the state’s highest point. In 
eastern Washington, the land flattens out into 
rolling hills and arid plains.
Washington’s rivers are just as impressive. The 
Columbia River flows along the state’s southern 
border, and the Snake River winds through eastern 
Washington. Smaller rivers like the Skagit and 
Spokane also play vital roles in the state’s 
environment and economy.

2. Climate
Washington’s climate is as diverse as its landscape. 
The western part of the state is known for its mild, 
but rainy weather, especially in cities like Seattle. 
But all that rain keeps the forests green and 
beautiful. The Cascade Mountains, which are snow-
clad in winter,  create a rain shadow effect, making 
eastern Washington much drier, with warm summers 
and cold winters.
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3. Natural Plants and Animals
Washington is nicknamed the Evergreen State 
because of its many coniferous trees, like Douglas 
firs, cedars, and hemlocks. In the spring and 
summer, wildflowers like lupines and Indian 
paintbrushes add pops of color to the landscape.
Wildlife here is equally impressive. You might see 
black bears, mountain goats, or bald eagles in the 
mountains. The rivers and coastlines are home to 
salmon, otters, and even orcas, which are often 
spotted in Puget Sound.

4. Natural Hazards
Washington’s beauty comes with some risks. The 
state is in the Pacific Ring of Fire, which means 
earthquakes and volcanic activity are possible. 
Mount St. Helens famously erupted in 1980, 
reminding everyone of the state’s volcanic power.
Other natural hazards include wildfires, especially in 
the drier eastern regions, and flooding in low-lying 
areas during heavy rains.

5. History
Native Americans
Before European settlers arrived, Washington was 
home to many Native American tribes, including the 
Coast Salish, Yakama, and Spokane. These tribes 
fished, hunted, and traded, creating rich cultures 
that are still celebrated today.
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Early State Times
American captain Robert Gray  discovered the mouth 
of the Columbia River. He named the river after his 
ship, the Columbia. 

In 1805, the famous explorers Lewis and Clark 
arrived in Washington during their journey to the 
Pacific Ocean. They traveled along the Columbia 
River and recorded valuable information about the 
region’s geography and wildlife.

Washington became a center for fur trading in the 
early 19th century. Fort Vancouver, established by 
the Canadian Hudson’s Bay Company, was a key 
trading post. By the mid-1800s, settlers began 
moving west along the Oregon Trail, attracted by 
the region’s natural resources.

But at this time the whole area was called the 
Oregon Territory. The Oregon Question remained 
contested between the United Kingdom and the 
United States until the 1846 Oregon Treaty 
established the border between British North 
America - Canada - and the United States along the 
49th parallel until the Strait of Georgia.  The U.S. 
Congress passed legislation to create Washington 
Territory on March 2, 1853.



Washington became the 42nd state in 1889. Its 
early economy no longer relied on the fur trade 
because nearly all of the pelt animals had been 
killed. Instead it relied on industries like logging and 
fishing.

The Gilded Age and Mining
During the Gilded Age, Washington saw rapid 
growth, thanks to its timber, coal, and gold mining 
industries. Cities like Seattle and Tacoma developed 
as major trade and shipping hubs.

Growth and the Depression
The Great Depression of the 1930s was a tough 
time, but federal projects like the construction of the 
Grand Coulee Dam brought jobs and helped provide 
electricity to the region. Agriculture also expanded, 
especially in eastern Washington, where crops like 
wheat and apples thrived.

State Capital and Largest City
Washington’s capital is Olympia, a charming small 
city located near Puget Sound. However, the state’s 
largest and most famous city is Seattle. Known for 
its iconic Space Needle, Seattle is a hub for 
technology, music, and coffee culture.

Modern Times
Today, Washington is a global leader in technology, 
with companies like Microsoft and Amazon 
headquartered in the state. It’s also a center for 
aerospace, with Boeing playing a major role in the 
economy. Despite its modern industries, Washington 
remains deeply connected to its natural beauty, with 
plenty of opportunities for outdoor adventures.
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