
Podcast Title: The Romans in Britain

 Today, we’re diving into the story of the Romans in 
Britain. It’s a tale of conquest, rebellion, and 
remarkable innovation.

 From the native peoples of Britain to the Roman 
invasion and their eventual departure, this is a story 
full of intrigue and transformation. Let’s begin.

Segment 1: Britain Before the Romans

 Before the Romans arrived, Britain was home to 
various tribes, including the Iceni and the 
Catuvellauni. One notable figure was Caractacus, a 
tribal leader who resisted the Roman invasion and 
became a symbol of British defiance.

 These tribes lived in small settlements, and their 
lives were deeply connected to nature. They were 
skilled farmers and metalworkers, but their society 
was very different from the urbanized Roman world.

Segment 2: The Roman Invasions and Infrastructure

 Rome invaded Britain twice. The first attempt was 
by Julius Caesar in 55 BC, but it wasn’t until 
Emperor Claudius’s reign in 43 AD that the Romans 
successfully established control.

  Once in control, the Romans began building. They 
constructed roads, forts, and cities to connect their 
new territory. Londinium, now London, became a 
major center, and towns like Bath and Colchester 
flourished.



 They also divided Britain into two zones: the 
Military Zone in the north, where soldiers defended 
against rebellions and external threats, and the 
Civil Zone in the south, where Roman culture and 
government thrived.

Segment 3: Britain’s Role in the Roman Empire

 For Rome, Britain was a land of valuable resources. 
It provided wool, metals like tin and lead, and even 
slaves. These goods flowed back to Rome, enriching 
the empire.

 But not everyone was happy with Roman rule. One 
of the most famous uprisings was led by Boudicca, 
queen of the Iceni tribe. In 60 AD, she led a revolt 
that burned cities like Londinium before she was 
defeated.

Segment 4: Defending the Frontier

 The northern frontier of Roman Britain was 
constantly under threat from tribes in Scotland, 
known as the Caledonians. To defend against these 
incursions, the Romans built Hadrian’s Wall around 
122 AD.

 Later, they constructed the Antonine Wall further 
north, between Edinburgh and Glasgow, but it was 
harder to maintain. These walls weren’t just 
defensive structures; they also symbolized Roman 
power and control.

Segment 5: The Saxon Threat and Roman Departure

 By the 3rd and 4th centuries, Saxon tribes were 
attacking Britain’s coasts. The Romans built Saxon 
Shore forts to protect against these raids, but the 
empire was weakening and eventually Rome could 
not spare the soldiers to keep control of Britain..
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 In 410 AD, Rome withdrew its legions from Britain 
to defend its heartland. Without Roman protection, 
Britain was left vulnerable to Saxon invasions, 
leading to the end of Roman rule and the beginning 
of a long period of chaos, during which time 
England became a country of Saxon villages, and 
almost all traces of former Celtic peoples was lost.

 


