
Title: Exploring Rhode Island: The Ocean State

 Today, we’re setting sail to Rhode Island—our 
tiniest state, but one with a big history and 
beautiful landscapes. 

1. Landscape, Mountains, and Rivers

Rhode Island might be the smallest state, but it’s 
packed with natural beauty. It has over 400 miles of 
coastline! That’s why it’s nicknamed the Ocean 
State. You’ll find lots of beaches and bays, like 
Narragansett Bay, which cuts right into the heart of 
the state.

Rhode Island doesn’t have towering mountains, but 
it does have hills. Jerimoth Hill is the highest point, 
standing at  812 feet above sea level. There are 
also rivers, like the Pawtuxet River and the 
Blackstone River, which played a big role in the 
state’s history. And let’s not forget the many islands
—like Block Island, a favorite for visitors.

2. Climate

Now, let’s talk about Rhode Island’s climate. The 
state has four seasons, so you can expect hot 
summers and cold winters. Summer  temperatures 
are often in the 80s. Winters can be chilly, with 
temperatures dipping into the 20s and occasional 
snow. Spring brings blooming flowers, and fall is 
famous for its colorful leaves.



3. Natural Plants and Animals

Rhode Island has a mix of coastal and forest 
ecosystems. Along the coast, you’ll see salt marsh 
grasses and seaside goldenrods. Inland, there are 
forests filled with oak and maple trees, which turn 
brilliant colors in the fall.

The state is home to many animals. You might spot 
deer, rabbits, and red foxes in the forests. Along the 
coast, keep an eye out for shorebirds like ospreys 
and herons. And in the water, there are fish like 
striped bass and even crabs and clams.

4. Natural Hazards

Living by the ocean is beautiful, but it does come 
with challenges. Rhode Island is sometimes affected 
by hurricanes and tropical storms, which can bring 
strong winds and flooding. The state also 
experiences nor’easters—big winter storms with lots 
of snow and wind. 

5. History

Native Americans

Before European settlers arrived, generations of 
Native Americans, including the Narragansett 
people lived here. They fished in the rivers, hunted 
in the forests, and cultivated crops like corn and 
squash. They had a deep connection to the land and 
sea.
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Colonial Days

Rhode Island was founded by Roger Williams as an 
English colony in 1636. He believed in religious 
freedom and fairness, which was different from 
many other colonies. The town he founded, 
Providence, became a safe place for people of all 
beliefs.

Early State Times

Rhode Island played a big role in the American 
Revolution. It was the first colony to declare 
independence from British rule in 1776. After the 
war, it was the last state to ratify the U.S. 
Constitution, in 1790.

The Gilded Age

During the late 1800s, wealthy families built grand 
mansions in places like Newport. These homes are 
like palaces, with fancy architecture and beautiful 
views of the ocean.

Mining and Industry

Rhode Island became an industrial powerhouse in 
the 19th century. The Blackstone River Valley was 
home to some of the first factories in America, 
especially for textiles. These mills helped start the 
Industrial Revolution in the United States.
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Growth and the Depression

During the Great Depression in the 1930s, Rhode 
Island, like the rest of the country, faced tough 
times. But the state recovered, thanks to industries 
like jewelry-making and manufacturing.

State Capital and Largest City

The state capital is Providence, one of the oldest 
cities in the U.S. Today, Providence is a hub of arts, 
education, and culture, with places like Brown 
University and the Rhode Island School of Design. 
It’s also the state’s largest city.

Modern Times

Today, Rhode Island is known for its mix of history, 
culture, and natural beauty.


