
Podcast Script: Exploring Oregon

 Today, we’re heading to the Pacific Northwest to 
explore the beautiful state of Oregon! 

1. Landscape: Mountains and Rivers

 Oregon’s landscape is   famous for its stunning 
mountains, rivers, and coastlines. The Cascade 
Range runs through the state, featuring majestic 
peaks like Mount Hood, Oregon’s highest point. 
There’s also Crater Lake, the deepest lake in the 
United States, which was formed in an ancient 
volcanic crater.

Oregon’s rivers are just as impressive. The Columbia 
River forms much of the northern border. Another 
important river, the Willamette, flows through the 
fertile Willamette Valley,  a major area of farming. 
The Oregon Coast has rocky cliffs and sandy 
beaches along the Pacific Ocean.

2. Climate

 Oregon’s climate can vary a lot depending on 
where you are. In the western part of the state, near 
the coast and mountains, it’s mild and rainy, and is 
good for rain forests. But in eastern Oregon,  it’s in 
the rainshadow of the mountains and so it’s much 
drier, with hot summers and cold winters.

Because of this diversity, Oregon’s climate supports 
a wide variety of plants and animals. Plus, all that 
rain in the west helps keep the waterfalls, like 
Multnomah Falls, flowing   year-round!
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3. Natural Plants and Animals

 Speaking of plants and animals, Oregon is home to 
towering Douglas fir trees, Oregon’s state tree. 
You’ll also find ponderosa pines and redwoods. The 
state’s wildflowers, like lupines and Oregon grape 
blossoms, add color to the landscape.

 You might spot black bears, deer, and even 
mountain lions in the forests. Birdwatcherscan spot 
bald eagles and ospreys. In the rivers, salmon and 
steelhead trout are iconic species. And on the coast, 
gray whales pass by during their migrations.

4. Natural Hazards

 While Oregon’s nature is breathtaking, it also 
comes with some natural hazards. One major risk is 
earthquakes, since the state lies on  the edge of one 
of the Earth’s great geologic plates. Volcanic 
eruptions are also concern; Mount Hood and other 
volcanoes in the Cascade Range are considered 
active.

Wildfires can occur during dry summers, especially 
in eastern Oregon. Flooding and landslides are also 
possible in the wetter, mountainous areas. 

5. History

 Now, let’s journey back in time. Before European 
settlers arrived, Oregon was home to many Native 
American tribes, including the Chinook, Klamath, 
and Nez Perce. These tribes thrived by fishing, 
hunting, and gathering, and they developed rich 
cultures and traditions.



 Now, let’s journey back in time. Before European 
settlers arrived, Oregon was home to many Native 
American tribes, including the Chinook, Klamath, 
and Nez Perce. These tribes thrived by fishing, 
hunting, and gathering, and they developed rich 
cultures and traditions.

In the early 1800s, explorers like Lewis and Clark 
traveled through Oregon as part of their expedition 
to the Pacific Coast. Soon after that it became 
important for fur trappers and then the Oregon Trail 
became a major route for settlers moving west. 
Imagine traveling thousands of miles in a covered 
wagon—that’s how many pioneers reached Oregon’s 
fertile valleys.

Oregon officially became a state in 1859, making it 
the 33rd state to join the Union. During the Gilded 
Age, the state grew rapidly thanks to industries like 
timber, fishing, and mining. Logging was especially 
important, as Oregon’s vast forests provided wood 
for building and trade.

 The Great Depression in the 1930s was a tough 
time for Oregon, like for much of the country. But 
the state’s industries rebounded, and in the years 
that followed, cities like Portland began to grow 
into cultural and high tech hubs.

Today, Portland is Oregon’s largest city and is 
known for its tree-lined streets and high tech 
industries. The state capital, Salem, is much 
smaller,  and sits in the heart of the Willamette 
Valley.
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Modern Times

 In modern times, Oregon is a leader in renewable 
energy and environmental conservation. The state’s 
tech industry is growing, especially in areas around 
Portland. And with its breathtaking natural beauty, 
Oregon remains a favorite destination for tourists.

 


