
Podcast Script: Exploring Oklahoma

 From its breathtaking landscapes to its rich history, 
Oklahoma has so much to offer. So, let’s dive in and 
explore the Sooner State!

1. Landscape: Mountains and Rivers
Oklahoma is a land of diverse landscapes. In the 
east, you’ll find the rolling Ozark Mountains, 
covered in lush forests. To the south, the Arbuckle 
Mountains provide stunning views, while the Wichita 
Mountains in the southwest offer rugged beauty and 
rocky terrain. Rivers like the Arkansas, Red, and 
Canadian flow across the state, shaping its valleys 
and plains. Oklahoma’s central plains stretch far 
and wide, offering open skies and rich farmland.

2. Climate
Oklahoma has a varied climate that changes with 
the seasons. Summers are hot and can be quite 
humid, while winters are chilly but not too extreme. 
Spring and fall are especially beautiful, with 
colorful flowers and changing leaves. However, 
Oklahoma is part of Tornado Alley, which means it 
experiences powerful storms and tornadoes, 
especially in the spring and early summer.

3. Natural Plants and Animals
Oklahoma’s natural world  was home to prairie 
grasses, wildflowers, and forests of oak, hickory, 
and pine trees. Nearly all prairie is now farmland, 
however and the former Buffalo herds are gone. 
Animals like deer, foxes, and bobcats still roam its 
woodlands, while prairie dogs can be found  the 
plains. Oklahoma’s rivers and lakes have fish like 
bass and catfish.
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4. Natural Hazards
While Oklahoma’s weather can be beautiful, it also 
has some natural hazards. Tornadoes are a 
common danger, and residents must be prepared to 
take shelter when storms arise. Flooding can occur 
after heavy rains, and wildfires are a risk in dry 
seasons. 

5. History

Native Americans
Oklahoma’s history begins with its Native American 
heritage. But in early federal times, all this 
changed. Tribes like the Cherokee, Creek, and 
Seminole were relocated to this area during the 
1800s, making it part of what was called Indian 
Territory, but was in fact a set of reservations on 
land that no one else wanted. Today, Oklahoma is 
home to 39 tribal nations, and their cultures and 
traditions are an important part of the state.

Colonial Days and Early Statehood
During colonial times, European explorers traveled 
through the area, and later, settlers arrived seeking 
new opportunities as land was offered cheaply by 
the U. S. government. Oklahoma became a state in 
1907, after being part of Indian Territory and then 
the Oklahoma Territory.
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Wild West and Cattle Drives
Oklahoma played a big role in the Wild West. 
Cowboys drove cattle across the plains, and 
boomtowns sprang up at railheads during the cattle 
and oil booms.  

The Gilded Age and Mining
During the Gilded Age, Oklahoma saw rapid growth, 
thanks in part to its rich oil fields. Mining for coal 
and other minerals also brought people to the 
state. Towns grew, and businesses thrived as the 
economy expanded.

Growth and the Depression
The Great Depression hit Oklahoma hard, especially 
during the Dust Bowl of the 1930s. Severe drought 
and dust storms made farming nearly impossible, 
forcing many families to leave in search of work in 
states such as California. Despite these struggles, 
Oklahomans showed resilience and rebuilt their 
communities.

State Capital and Largest City
Oklahoma City is the state’s capital and largest city. 
It’s a hub of culture, history, and business.   Tulsa, 
another major city, is known for its beautiful 
architecture and contributions to the oil industry.

Modern Times
Today, Oklahoma is   a leader in energy production, 
agriculture, and aerospace. Oklahomans celebrate 
their heritage through festivals, museums, and 
music.  
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