
Podcast Script: Exploring Montana

  Today, we’re heading to Big Sky Country—Montana!  

 First up, let’s talk about Montana’s landscape. 
Montana is known for its stunning natural beauty. 
The western part of the state is dominated by the 
Rocky Mountains, while the eastern part features 
the vast High Plains . The Missouri River, and its 
tributaries, the Yellowstone River flow south to join 
the Mississippi River and the Gulf of Mexico, while 
the Flathead River winds   its way to join the 
Columbia River and the Pacific Ocean. Montana 
contains both Glacier National Park, home to 
towering peaks and shimmering lakes, and 
Yellowstone National Park, with its geysers and 
wildlife.

 Now let’s move on to Montana’s climate. The state 
has a mix of climates. The western regions have a 
mountain climate with cooler temperatures and 
more precipitation, while the eastern plains are 
drier with hotter summers and colder winters. 
Montana is also known for its big, open skies and 
dramatic weather changes—you might hear it called 
"Big Sky Country" for a reason!

 What about Montana’s natural plants and 
animals? The state still has a lot of wildlife, from 
grizzly bears and elk in the mountains to pronghorn 
antelope and buffalo on the plains, although the 
buffalo are now fenced in to reserves. Montana’s 
forests are filled with lodgepole pines, Douglas firs, 
and wildflowers like lupins. The remaining wild 
plains are grasslands, home to prairie grasses and 
sagebrush, making a vital  ecosystem in their own 
right.
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When it comes to natural hazards, wildfires are a 
significant concern, especially in the dry summer 
months. The state also experiences occasional 
earthquakes, and the mountains can have 
avalanches in winter. 

 Montana’s history. Long before European settlers 
arrived, Native American tribes such as the Crow, 
Blackfeet, and Salish called this land home. They 
lived off the land, hunting buffalo and gathering 
plants, and their cultures remain a vital part of 
Montana today.

 During the colonial days, European fur trappers 
and traders ventured into Montana. The Lewis and 
Clark Expedition in the early 1800s marked a 
turning point, as the explorers mapped the region 
and reported on its resources. Within years pioneers 
were following their westward route as part of the 
Oregon Trail

 Montana’s early state times were shaped by 
mining. Gold, silver, and copper brought a rush of 
settlers looking for fortune to places like Helena. By 
the Gilded Age, towns like Butte were booming 
mining centers. Railroads expanded, connecting 
Montana to the rest of the country and bringing 
more people and businesses.

 Montana became a state in 1889, and agriculture 
joined mining as a key industry. Ranching and wheat 
farming flourished on the plains. The Great 
Depression hit Montana hard, but the New Deal 
brought relief with projects that improved 
infrastructure and provided jobs.
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 Montana’s state capital is Helena, a city that grew 
from the gold rush days. The largest city, however, 
is Billings, known for its energy industry. Montana 
continues to grow, balancing its rich history with 
modern development.  


