
Podcast Script: Discovering Michigan

  Today, we’re diving into Michigan, a state full of 
natural beauty, fascinating history, and a unique 
shape! 

 Let’s start with Michigan’s landscape. Did you know 
Michigan is made up of two peninsulas? The Lower 
Peninsula looks like a mitten, and the Upper 
Peninsula, or "U.P.," is filled with forests and rugged 
terrain. Michigan is surrounded by four of the Great 
Lakes: Huron, Ontario, Michigan, and Superior. 
These lakes hold about 20% of the world’s fresh 
water! Rivers like the Grand River and the Detroit 
River flow through the state, and there are more 
than 11,000 inland lakes. There aren’t any real 
mountains, but you’ll find rolling hills and cliffs, 
especially in the U.P.

Moving on to climate, Michigan has four distinct 
seasons. Winters can be cold and snowy, especially 
near the Great Lakes, which create something called 
"lake effect snow." Spring and fall are mild, with 
beautiful blooming flowers and colorful leaves. 
Summers can get warm and humid.

 What about natural plants and animals? 
Michigan’s forests are full of trees like maple, birch, 
and pine. Wildflowers bloom across the state, and 
wetlands host cattails and lily pads. The state’s 
wildlife includes white-tailed deer, black bears, 
foxes, and raccoons. If you’re near the water, you 
might spot beavers, otters, or even bald eagles. 
Michigan is also home to fish like trout and bass.



 What about natural plants and animals? 
Michigan’s forests are full of trees like maple, birch, 
and pine. Wildflowers bloom across the state, and 
wetlands host cattails and lily pads. The state’s 
wildlife includes white-tailed deer, black bears, 
foxes, and raccoons. If you’re near the water, you 
might spot beavers, otters, or even bald eagles. 
Michigan is also home to fish like trout and bass.

atural hazards include flooding   in spring when 
snow melts, and thunderstorms in summer can 
bring heavy rain and strong winds. Michigan also 
experiences tornadoes, especially in the southern 
part of the state. In winter, icy roads and heavy 
snowstorms can make travel tricky.

Michigan’s rich history. Before Europeans arrived, 
Native American tribes like the Ojibwe, Potawatomi, 
and Ottawa lived here, using the lakes and forests 
for food and resources. During the colonial days, 
French explorers came in the 1600s, trading furs 
and building settlements like Detroit, which was 
founded in 1701.

Michigan became part of the U.S. in 1803 after the 
Northwest Territory was formed. It became the 26th 
state in 1837. During the early state times, 
Michigan’s economy grew thanks to its forests and 
waterways. The Great Lakes made shipping and 
trade easy.

During the Gilded Age, Michigan became known for 
its copper and iron mines, especially in the Upper 
Peninsula. Lumber was another big industry, as the 
state’s forests provided wood for building homes 
and ships. As industries grew, cities like Detroit and 
Grand Rapids expanded with heavy industries such 
as iron and steel.
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The state faced challenges during the Great 
Depression, but it also saw growth in the 
automobile industry. Detroit became known as the 
"Motor City," with companies like Ford, General 
Motors, and Chrysler leading the way. The car 
industry made Michigan a key part of the U.S. 
economy.

Michigan’s state capital is Lansing, but its largest 
city is Detroit. Detroit is famous for its automotive 
industry.  But it also attracted large numbers of 
African-Americans after the Civil War, as they 
moved north in search of better prospects.


