
Podcast Script: Discovering Maryland

Today, we’re diving into Maryland 

 First up, let’s look at Maryland’s landscape. 
Maryland is known as "America in Miniature" 
because it has a bit of everything. In the west, you’ll 
find the Appalachian Mountains, including Backbone 
Mountain, the highest point in the state. Central 
Maryland features rolling hills and fertile farmland, 
while the eastern part is home to the Chesapeake 
Bay—the largest estuary in the U.S. The bay is fed by 
rivers like the Potomac, Patapsco, and 
Susquehanna. And let’s not forget the Atlantic 
coastline, with its sandy beaches and popular 
destinations like Ocean City.

 Now, let’s talk about Maryland’s climate. Maryland 
has a mix of climates. The western mountains have 
colder, snowy winters, while the eastern coastal 
areas enjoy milder winters. Summers across the 
state are warm and humid.

 Moving on to natural plants and animals, Maryland 
is home to diverse ecosystems. In the forests, you’ll 
find oak, maple, and pine trees. Wetlands around 
the Chesapeake Bay are full of cattails and marsh 
grasses. The state’s wildlife includes deer, foxes, 
and black bears in the mountains, while the bay is 
teeming with crabs, oysters, and fish. Bird lovers 
might spot bald eagles and blue herons.



Natural hazards include hurricanes and tropical 
storms that can bring heavy rains and flooding, 
especially near the Chesapeake Bay. Winter storms 
can drop snow and ice in the western regions. 
Coastal erosion and rising sea levels are also 
concerns for Maryland’s low-lying areas.

 Now it’s time to dive into Maryland’s history. Long 
before Europeans arrived, Native American tribes 
like the Piscataway and Susquehannock lived here, 
thriving off the land and waterways. In colonial 
days, Maryland was established as a haven for 
religious freedom by George Calvert, Lord 
Baltimore, in 1634. The state played a significant 
role in the American Revolution, supplying troops 
and resources to the fight for independence.

 During the early state times, Maryland became 
known for its farming and trade. The construction of 
the Chesapeake and Ohio Canal and the Baltimore 
and Ohio Railroad helped connect Maryland to the 
rest of the country, boosting commerce and 
industry.

 The Gilded Age brought industrial growth to 
Maryland, particularly in Baltimore, the state’s 
largest city. Mining and manufacturing thrived, and 
the Chesapeake Bay continued to support fishing 
and shipbuilding industries. Like the rest of the 
country, Maryland faced challenges during the 
Great Depression, but its industries adapted, and its 
communities pulled through.



 Maryland’s state capital, Annapolis, is a charming 
city on the Chesapeake Bay and home to the United 
States Naval Academy. However, Baltimore remains 
the largest city, known for its Inner Harbor, vibrant 
arts scene, and historical sites like Fort McHenry, 
where the Star-Spangled Banner was written.  It’s a 
leader in education, biotechnology, and tourism 


