
Podcast Script: Exploring Idaho

 Today, we’re heading to the Gem State, Idaho! 
Known for its rugged landscapes, rich history, and, 
of course, its famous potatoes, Idaho has so much 
to discover. Let’s dig in!

  Let’s start with Idaho’s landscape. Idaho is a land 
of towering mountains, rolling hills, and pristine 
rivers. The Rocky Mountains dominate the state, 
with peaks like Borah Peak reaching over twelve 
thousand feet. Idaho is home to the Snake River, 
which winds through the state, creating beautiful 
canyons, like Hells Canyon, the deepest gorge in 
North America. The state also boasts over two 
thousand lakes, including the stunning Lake Coeur 
d'Alene. With its forests, deserts, and fertile plains, 
Idaho’s landscape is diverse and breathtaking.

 Now for Idaho’s climate. Idaho has a varied climate 
because of its different elevations. Summers are 
warm, with temperatures in the 80s and 90s, while 
winters can be cold, especially in the mountains 
where there’s plenty of snow. The plains and valleys 
have milder winters. Spring and fall bring pleasant 
temperatures and beautiful scenery as the leaves 
change colors. This climate makes Idaho a great 
place for outdoor activities year-round.

 Idaho’s natural plants and animals are just as 
diverse as its landscape. In the forests, you’ll find 
coniferous trees like pine, fir, and spruce, along with 
wildflowers and shrubs. The state is home to 
animals like elk, deer, moose, and black bears. If 
you’re near the rivers, you might spot otters, 
beavers, and trout. Idaho has bird species like bald 
eagles, ospreys, and herons. And let’s not forget the 
salmon, which swim hundreds of miles to spawn in 
Idaho’s rivers.



 Idaho’s natural plants and animals are just as 
diverse as its landscape. In the forests, you’ll find 
coniferous trees like pine, fir, and spruce, along with 
wildflowers and shrubs. The state is home to 
animals like elk, deer, moose, and black bears. If 
you’re near the rivers, you might spot otters, 
beavers, and trout. Idaho has bird species like bald 
eagles, ospreys, and herons. And let’s not forget the 
salmon, which swim hundreds of miles to spawn in 
Idaho’s rivers.

Like every state, Idaho has its share of natural 
hazards. Wildfires are common during dry summers, 
especially in forested areas. The state also 
experiences occasional earthquakes because of its 
location near tectonic plate boundaries. Flooding 
can occur in spring when snow melts quickly in the 
mountains. Avalanches are another risk in snowy, 
mountainous regions.

 Long before European settlers arrived, Native 
American tribes like the Nez Perce, Shoshone, and 
Bannock lived in the region. They relied on the land 
for food, shelter, and cultural traditions. The Lewis 
and Clark Expedition passed through Idaho in the 
early 1800s, on their way to the Pacific. They had to 
find a route through the Bitterroot Range, and only 
managed it with the help of native Americans.

 During the colonial days, fur trappers and traders 
were among the first non-Native people to settle in 
Idaho. The Oregon Trail also brought pioneers 
through the south region as they headed west to 
cross the Snake at Boise. By the mid-1800s, gold 
was discovered, bringing a rush of miners and 
settlers.



 In the early state times, Idaho became a U.S. 
territory in 1863 and achieved statehood in 1890, 
becoming the 43rd state. The Gilded Age brought a 
boom in mining, particularly for gold, silver, and 
lead. Towns like Wallace grew rapidly as mining 
hubs.

 During the Great Depression, Idaho faced economic 
challenges, but its agricultural industry helped 
sustain the state. Potatoes became a major crop, 
earning Idaho its reputation as the potato capital of 
the U.S. In modern times, agriculture, technology, 
and tourism drive the state’s economy.

  Idaho’s state capital, Boise, is a vibrant city known 
for its tree-lined streets and cultural scene. Boise is 
also a hub for technology, education, and outdoor 
activities.  

Today, Idaho continues to attract visitors with its 
natural beauty, rich history, and friendly 
communities


