
Podcast Script: Exploring Hawaii

 Today, we’re traveling to one of the most unique 
and beautiful states in the U.S.—Hawaii! Known for 
its stunning landscapes, fascinating history, and 
vibrant culture, Hawaii is unlike any other state.  

First up, Hawaii’s landscape. Hawaii is a chain of 
volcanic islands in the Pacific Ocean. There are eight 
main islands, but the most famous ones include 
Oahu, Maui, Kauai, and the Big Island, also called 
Hawaii. The islands were formed by volcanic 
activity, and the Big Island is still growing because 
of the active Kilauea volcano! Hawaii is home to 
stunning mountains, lush valleys, waterfalls, and 
black, white, and even green sand beaches. While 
Hawaii doesn’t have rivers like the mainland, it has 
streams and waterfalls that flow from its rain-
soaked mountains.

 Now let’s talk about Hawaii’s climate. Hawaii has a 
tropical climate, meaning it’s warm and sunny 
year-round. The trade winds keep the islands 
comfortable, with temperatures ranging from the 
mid-70s to mid-80s. However, the higher 
elevations, like the top of Mauna Kea, can get chilly, 
and even see snow! Rain is common, especially on 
the windward sides of the islands, creating lush, 
green landscapes. The leeward sides are drier and 
sunnier.

 Hawaii’s natural plants and animals are 
extraordinary. Many of its plants and animals are 
found nowhere else in the world. You’ll see 
beautiful flowers like hibiscus and plumeria, as well 
as trees like koa and ohia. The islands are also 
home to fascinating creatures, like the nene, 
Hawaii’s state bird, which is a type of goose. In the 
ocean, you might spot green sea turtles, spinner 
dolphins, and humpback whales. Coral reefs around 
the islands are teeming with colorful fish and other 
marine life.
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 Like all places, Hawaii has its share of natural 
hazards. Hurricanes and tropical storms can occur, 
though they are rare. Volcanic eruptions are 
another hazard, especially on the Big Island. Lava 
flows from Kilauea can change the landscape and 
sometimes affect homes and roads. But it is not a 
real threat outside Hawii National Park. 
Earthquakes and tsunamis are also risks because of 
Hawaii’s location in the Pacific. 

Before European contact, Hawaii was inhabited by 
Polynesians who arrived by canoe over a thousand 
years ago. They developed a rich culture with hula 
dancing, music, and a strong connection to the land 
and sea.

 British explorer Captain James Cook arrived in 
1778. His arrival marked the beginning of contact 
with Europe and America. Hawaii become a British 
territory. In the late 18th century, King 
Kamehameha united the islands under one 
kingdom. Hawaii became a major stop for whaling 
ships and a center for sugar and pineapple 
plantations, attracting workers from around the 
world.
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 Hawaii became a U.S. territory in 1898 after the 
overthrow of the Hawaiian monarchy. Pearl Harbor, 
located on Oahu, played a significant role in World 
War II when it was attacked in 1941, bringing the 
U.S. into the war.

 During the Gilded Age and later, Hawaii’s sugar 
and pineapple industries boomed, and tourism 
began to grow. The islands became a melting pot of 
cultures, with influences from Japan, China, the 
Philippines, and Portugal.

  In the Great Depression, Hawaii faced economic 
struggles, but the military presence grew as the 
islands became strategically important. In 1959, 
Hawaii became the 50th state of the United States, 
marking a new chapter in its history.

 Today, Hawaii’s state capital, Honolulu, is a 
bustling city on Oahu. It’s home to famous 
landmarks like Waikiki Beach and the historic Iolani 
Palace. The largest city, Honolulu is also a hub for 
tourism, commerce, and culture.

 In modern times, Hawaii continues to attract 
visitors from around the world with its natural 
beauty and aloha spirit. Tourism, agriculture, and 
military installations are key parts of the state’s 
economy.  


