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Introduction

 Today, we’re exploring Celtic Britain during the 
Bronze and Iron Ages. It was a time of innovation, 
community, and dramatic changes that shaped the 
island’s history.

We’ll talk about hill forts, roundhouses, the rise of 
tribes, and the incredible developments of this 
fascinating period. Let’s get started.

Segment 1: Life During the Bronze and Iron Ages

The Bronze Age in Britain began around 2300 BC. It 
marked the start of metalworking, with people 
crafting tools, weapons, and jewelry from bronze. 
By the Iron Age, starting around 800 BC, iron 
became the material of choice, allowing for 
stronger tools and weapons.

Life was centered around farming. People grew 
crops like barley and wheat and raised animals 
such as sheep and cattle. Communities were tightly 
knit, and their homes were roundhouses made from 
wood, wattle, and daub with thatched roofs. These 
houses were warm and practical for the British 
climate. They were used to house extended families 
and so many people lived in each house. Some 
animals were also kept inside at night.

Segment 2: The Growth of Tribes and Hill Forts

 During the Iron Age, the number of people began to 
grow, and they divided themselves into tribes. Each 
tribe had its own leaders and territories, often 
marked by hill forts. Hill forts were fortified 
settlements built on high ground, offering protection 
for their main wealth - grain.
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Some famous examples include Maiden Castle in 
Dorset and Danebury in Hampshire. These forts 
often had ramparts and ditches to defend against 
attacks, and they became symbols of power and 
community strength.

Segment 3: The Celtic Culture

The Celts weren’t a single people but a collection of 
tribes sharing similar languages, art, and beliefs. 
They were skilled artisans, creating intricate jewelry 
and weapons. Their designs often featured spirals, 
animals, and other natural motifs.

Religion was important to the Celts. They worshiped 
gods and goddesses connected to nature and held 
ceremonies in sacred places like groves or rivers. 
Druids, their spiritual leaders, played a significant 
role in their society.

Segment 4: Celtic Britain’s Interaction with the Wider 
World

Although life in Celtic Britain might seem isolated, it 
wasn’t. The Celts traded with other European tribes 
and even with Mediterranean civilizations. Goods 
like amber, tin, and gold moved across long 
distances.



By the end of the Iron Age, around 43 AD, Celtic 
Britain was on the brink of major change. The 
Romans were preparing to invade, which would 
bring an entirely new way of life to the island.

So, let’s recap. The Bronze and Iron Ages in Britain 
were marked by incredible advancements in 
metalworking, farming, and community 
organization. Hill forts, roundhouses, and tribal 
systems defined the era, while Celtic culture left a 
lasting legacy.

 The story of Celtic Britain is a reminder of the 
strength and ingenuity of its people. And when the 
Romans arrived, they tried to fight back. But the 
tribes did not have a professional army and were no 
match for the well trained Roman legions. After the 
Romans took over England, the Celtic people stayed 
in the countryside, while Romans lived mostly in 
towns and cities. The Romans gave the tribal 
leaders lavish wealth, and taught them to speak 
Latin, the language of the Romans. This was to try 
keep the Celtic peoples  from rebellion. As we know 
there were still some rebellions, such as Queen 
Boudicca, but on the whole it succeeded.


